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Her belief in God didn’t happen overnight. It was a gradual thing. As time passed
Esperanza Prada began to understand more of who the Lord is, and little by little
she gave her life over to Jesus.

Esperanza was 20 years when her boyfriend told her about the person of Jesus
Christ. In the beginning she had an unbelieving heart, but she wanted to know for
herself if what Jose was telling her was true. She began to investigate the Bible, and
that’s when God’s Word began to penetrate her soul. In faith she accepted Jesus.

Jose and Esperanza married, and it was during a church service in their hometown
of Bogota, Colombia when Esperanza felt God stirring her heart, asking her to
follow Him to the mission field. Th e congregation was praying and singing a song
with the words, “Here am I, send me” She had no idea what missions was, but
what she did know was that she felt the Lord’s call in her life. Not long after that,
Esperanza and Jose were asked to consider church planting in Peru.

“Being aware of our dependency on God is the most basic — but also the greatest
— piece of advice that I could ever give anyone,” says Esperanza. Prayers of people
she has never met before have propelled Esperanza onward and encouraged her
to trust Jesus during those times she wants to give up. “Th ere are moments when I
want to go back to my country,” she says. “I won't lie. I love Colombia and I miss it
a lot. But when people I don’t know tell me they have been praying for me, for my
husband, and for our ministry, it gives me great courage to go forward”

She continues on with a story that has given her the joy to persevere during

diffi cult seasons: “Th ere is this 90 year old woman,” she begins, “and the first time

that I met her she came up to me and Jose and gave us a big hug. She told us, ‘I have
been praying for you since before you were born. For years I have felt so much pain
that there is no Mennonite church here in Lima. I prayed that God would raise
up someone to start this church. When I learned about you I was so happy, and
I asked God for the chance to meet you’ She was so grateful that she cried,” says
Esperanza. “Th e Lord gave me so much courage in that moment”

Have you, like Esperanza, felt God calling you to the mission field? Leaving behind
your friends, family, and familiar lifestyle is a huge risk — but it’s worth it. “I want to
encourage you,” says Esperanza, “that if you feel the call to missions, don’t be scared.
God will give you everything that you need. It is true that things will change; that
you will have to leave your loved ones behind. But God will supply everything that
you need — spiritually, physically, emotionally — everything! Be certain of this: the
Lord is faithful and all powerful, and He will always be with you, wherever you go!”

“And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or
children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will
inherit eternal life” Matthew 19:29
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OF PRAYER ” Hungry for the Gospel

In Asia migrant workers are pouring into the cities like crazy! In a metropolis of 17
million, five million people — almost one-third of the population — have moved from
the countryside to the urban area, making for the biggest demographic shift in the
history of the human race! Th ese workers are obtaining jobs in factories, construction
— essentially whatever is offered to them — and they are bringing in a monthly income
of only $125. Th ey come to the cities looking for a better way of life, but because they
cannot get a residence permit, they are denied healthcare and education and are often
found living in overcrowded and unsanitary conditions. Migrant workers are hungry
for life, and the Body of Christ has an enormous opportunity to redirect their hunger
toward the gospel of Jesus.

Five years ago a ministry began that is reaching out to the two to three hundred
migrant schools scattered around the city. Th e relationships that have been built
within these schools have resulted in an amazing 45 healthy church plants. Migrant
schools are not government run, nor are they accredited institutions. Th ey are simply
thrown together for the sake of the migrant children, who are denied access to public
education. Consequently, teachers are not professionally educated and curriculum is
underdeveloped.

Th isministrybegan whenagroup of missionaries started meetingwith the headmasters
of the schools to offer education seminars to increase their level of expertise. Every
session concluded with a gospel presentation. Close to 60 headmasters accepted
Christ as a result of this ministry! Th is was good news for the schools, which are
independently run. In a predominantly Buddhist society, the doors are wide open to
the gospel of Jesus Christ!

Th e church plants that have resulted from these schools have been an enormous
blessing to the migrant workers. Full-time discipleship training centers have been
established in two separate cities to train full time workers and leaders for the
churches. Migrant workers who come into the city with no family connections are in
desperate need of someone to reach out to them. Th ese churches church are doing
just that!

Th e migrant school ministry is moving beyond educational boundaries to satisfy the
needs of the sick, the lonely, and the poor migrant workers. Pray that as these people
are connected with the church, they would delight in the food that will never leave
them hungry — the promise of Jesus Christ!

“Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money,
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost”
Isaiah 55:1
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